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Introduction to KIST 100

I am sure our founder Marion Campbell would be amazed and very pleased
to see that The Kist has reached its 100th edition.  The Society began in
1955 but The Kist only started at Whitsun 1971 as a modest 19 page journal
which ambitiously was to be published twice a year.  The aim was to record
local information and make it available to members.  It increased to 25 pages
by the second edition and then eventually went up to 32 pages for many
years.  Initially it was illustrated by sketches and plans but photographs
appeared in the 1970s and then later a colour cover. The Kist has continued
to be produced twice a year ever since 1971 which is a major achievement
for a small society like ours.  It contains a mixture of local and national articles
reflecting the two aspects of the society, archaeology/history and natural
history.  However it has moved with the times and is now produced online
with the flexibility to expand in size to accommodate longer articles.  We
have digitised back copies of The Kist and made them available to everyone
via our website.
The success of The Kist has only been achieved thanks to a succession of
dedicated editors who have ensured its continued publication by successfully
obtaining articles from members and others.  Archaeologist Roddy Regan
was the latest. He has now stepped down and Ed Tyler has taken up the
reins once more.
With regard to changes affecting our archaeological and historical interests
the biggest positive one has been the establishment and success of Kilmartin
Museum which has emphasised the national (and international) importance
of Kilmartin Glen.  Sharon Webb MBE has been the curator here for many
years and has written an article for us to celebrate the museum’s work since
its inception.
The museum has also been a focus for increased local survey work both on
FC and private land with the result that many more new sites have been and
continue to be found.  One recent survey has been as part of the Scottish
Rock Art Project where several Society members have been helping. An
astonishing discovery has been made and Tertia Barnett, who heads up the
project, has written about it for us.
I am sure that our founder Marion Campbell would be very pleased with the
education side of the museum’s work and the involvement of local children
with various activities, e.g. the recent dig at Tarbert castle in 2019.

    Dave Batty
President,  NHASMA
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Kilmartin Museum – Caring for Argyll’s Archaeology
Dr Sharon Webb MBE

Introduction
To celebrate Kist reaching the impressive milestone of the 100th

edition, I am delighted to have been asked to write an article
celebrating Kilmartin Museum.
It has been my privilege to have worked for Kilmartin Museum for
nearly 20 years as Director and Curator.   NHASMA and the Museum
have a long standing relationship.  The two organisations have
successfully worked together to further the understanding, awareness,
enjoyment and care of Argyll’s unique and special cultural and natural
heritage.  They have a common ancestor also in Marion Campbell of
Kilberry (1919 – 2000).  A formidable self-taught archaeologist, she
and her friend Mary Sandeman surveyed many of the archaeological
sites in Kilmartin Glen in the 1950s and 1960s.   Marion was one of
the founders of NHASMA, and, in the later years of her life, also hugely
supportive of the idea of establishing a Museum in Kilmartin Glen.
In this article l will focus on the history and successes of Kilmartin
Museum as well as our plans for the future.
Kilmartin Glen’s Archaeological Heritage – A Unique Inspiration
Mid Argyll has a unique and rich archaeological heritage.  At the heart
of this is Kilmartin Glen.   It has one of the densest concentrations of
archaeological monuments of anywhere in Scotland with over 800
prehistoric and historic sites being recorded and more being found all
the time.
Neolithic, Chalcolithic and Bronze Age people created a vast ritual,
ceremonial and funerary landscape which included a cursus
monument, chambered cairns, stone circles, a henge, cists used for
burial, round cairns, standing stones, stone settings, and timber circles.

Worthy of special mention is the
extraordinary density of cup and ring
marked and cup marked rock art
indicating that the Glen was the focus
for late Neolithic communities.
Although these sites are notoriously
difficult to interpret, excavations and
other research in the area is revealing
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that they were important places of ceremony and ritual.
Some of the other carvings found on monuments are extremely rare
and this includes spirals and axe marks.  The carved stone found at
Dunchraigaig Cairn is the only known example of prehistoric figurative
animal carvings in Scotland (see Tertia Barnett’s article in this issue).
Mid Argyll’s Prehistoric rock art is unparalleled and Kilmartin Glen is
the only Prehistoric landscape in Britain where Megalithic art, Atlantic
(earthfast) rock art and carvings of metalwork are found.   The area
has links to the origins of agriculture in the Neolithic some 6,000 years
ago in the form of early evidence for cereal cultivation in Kilmichael
Glen.
In the wider landscape around the Glen there is an extraordinary
concentration of Iron Age and later structures in the form of Duns,
Crannogs, forts and galleried duns.
Dunadd, seat of the earliest Kings of the Scotti is in Kilmartin which
is one of the first places in early Medieval Britain where we see the
hallmarks of the nation state begin to emerge.
There is a cluster of ‘Kil’ place name sites relating to early
ecclesiastical sites as well as Early Medieval carved crosses together
with an incredibly important concentration of West Highland grave
slabs and Hiberno Norse/celtic carved stone crosses.
It is an archaeological landscape of international importance, not only
because of the density of sites, but because of the significance of
some, coupled with the fact that a number of Scotland’s most
important Prehistoric artefacts have been found here.
A Museum for Kilmartin Glen
This remarkable landscape attracted the attention of antiquarians and
archaeologists as early as the 1600’s but it took the imagination and
dedication of two individuals to create a place where this unique legacy
could be understood and enjoyed.
Inspired by the landscape, Rachel Butter and David Clough founded
the Kilmartin House Trust in 1992. They aimed to create a centre
which would celebrate and explain the archaeology of the Glen.  The
centre would also provide employment and aim to be self-sustaining.
After many years of largely volunteer effort, the Museum opened in
1997 to great acclaim.     Attempts had been made to borrow significant
artefacts from the Glen from those other Museums amongst which
they were scattered.  Ancient artefacts on loan from Glasgow
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Museums and the British Museum appeared amongst many replicas,
and eventually, the National Museums of Scotland (which were at the
same time focused on creating the spectacular showcase for Scotland
that is the Museum of Scotland) were able to agree loans of some
material, including the famous Bronze Age Glebe Cairn Food Vessel.
This was positioned in a display case overlooking the Glen Cairn and
prompted the quote (kindly given to us by Tony Robinson, presenter
of the long running Time Team series.) “How many museums can you
go to where you can examine a Bronze Age pot and look out of the
window and see the burial mound where it came from?”
Just after opening, the Museum won many awards including the
prestigious Gulbenkian Prize and the Scottish Museum of the Year in
1998.
Collections
The founding artefact collection consisted of a mere handful of
artefacts which were added to on Marion Campbell’s death by a
bequest of artefacts which she had collected over many years, most
of which consisted of worked flint tools.
I focused on actively collecting artefacts when I came into post in
2003, and we now collect and curate all archaeological material which
comes up for allocation via the Scottish Finds Allocation Panel from
Mid Argyll and other areas of Argyll where this does not conflict with
the collecting policies of another Argyll Museum.
Some of the significant highlights include –
● Assemblage from excavations at Upper Largie Quarry, conducted

between 1982 and 2005 in advance of quarrying activity at Upper
Largie Farm, Kilmartin Glen. The excavations revealed abundant
evidence of prehistoric ritual activity dating from the Mesolithic to
Middle Bronze Age periods on a gravel terrace overlooking the
northern end of the Glen.   Monuments found at the site included a

post-defined cursus, a post row and
Scotland’s largest Timber Circle. Artefacts
from the site include the internationally
important Prehistoric Upper Largie
Assemblage, which includes three Beaker
Pots which are among the earliest in
Britain, and a Bronze Age footed food
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vessel which is unique to Scotland.   As well as other Bronze Age
pottery and flint artefacts, the assemblage also includes human
remains.

● Excavation material from the Bruach an Druimein settlement site,
Kilmartin.

● Excavation material from the Prehistoric site of Brainport Bay,
Minard, and surface finds from surrounding area.

● Prehistoric material from Argyll including Kilmartin, North and
South Knapdale parishes, and the islands of Tiree and Jura,
including the Marion Campbell of Kilberry Bequest, and via
Treasure Trove allocations.

● Various prehistoric stone tools found by chance and by excavation
from the Mid Argyll region.

● 9th century Christian cross fragments.
● Metal work, including Viking ‘ring money’ from Dunbeg, Oban.
● Assemblage of material from a cave site near Oban, including

human remains.
● Bronze Age cremation assemblage from Glennan, Ford, Mid Argyll,

including prehistoric pottery and human remains.
● Medieval and later metalwork finds from Dunbeg, Oban.
● The excavation archive from the rock art site at Torbhlaren, six

miles from Kilmartin. This assemblage is important because it
constitutes one of the very few collections of material from a rock
art site in Britain. The Torbhlaren excavations, directed by Dr
Andrew Jones of Southampton University in the early 2000s, also
revealed some of the earliest evidence of farming in Scotland.
Finds include 45 hammer stones radiocarbon dated to 2920-2760
BC, suggesting that they were used to make rock art, as well as
worked flint and pitchstone (sourced in Prehistory from the Isle of
Arran).

● The Isle of Coll Hoard – 13
fragments of later Bronze Age
metal objects deposited in a
bog on the Isle of Coll including
fragments of swords, and
complete spearheads.

● Bronze axes from Dunollie
Castle and Inveraray.
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● An early Bronze Age copper axe from Taynuilt.
● Excavation assemblage from the Ormaig Rock Art site, which

includes flint tools, utilised pebbles and hammer stones that may
relate to the creation of the rock art. The excavation was
undertaken by Kilmartin Museum as part of the Dalriada Project.

● Excavation assemblages from Barnlusgan and Balure Dun sites
excavated as part of the Dalriada Project by Kilmartin Museum.

Kilmartin Museum’s Prehistoric Collection is a legacy of arguably the
most profound social, cultural, technological, environmental and
ideological changes in human history. It contains unique and
internationally significant archaeological artefacts and offers an
essential resource for interpreting the early story of Scotland. The
Collection comprises 11,623 artefacts, reflecting the regional
character of Argyll’s archaeology and encapsulates the principal
cultural changes in Scotland from the Mesolithic to the Bronze Age.
In 2019 we were delighted that the Prehistoric Collection became
Scotland’s 50th Recognised Collection of National Significance. This
prestigious award, run by Museums Galleries Scotland on behalf of
the Scottish Government, acknowledges that this is a remarkable
group of artefacts.
Running out of Room ….. The Museum Redevelopment
Around 2010 there was a growing realisation that we had outgrown
the old Manse and converted farm steading that comprised the
Museum both physically and conceptually. Our Collection had grown
hugely, and we desperately needed to expand in order to store, curate
and display the material already in our collection as well as to be able
to house future assemblages and to continue to develop our
collections.
The site and the buildings were originally designed as residential
accommodation in the 1700s, the rooms were of a domestic scale,
which constrained us, especially in delivering the Education Service
and developing our volunteer service which is at the heart of what we
do.
In addition, there have been significant changes in the understanding
of the archaeological past, since 1997 and we wanted to be able to
put these centre stage in a display as well as showcase our amazing
collections.  In the ‘old’ museum there was only space to display a
fraction of these.
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What will the new Museum be like?
A major extension, designed by award-winning architects Reiach and
Hall joins together our two existing buildings to create a seamless
Museum facility. A much larger exhibition space, will give us
opportunities to tell many more visitors the story of this special place,
show case our artefacts and we will also have space to stage
temporary exhibitions.   At the time of writing, the walls are in place
for the Exhibition Gallery, so we can at last get a sense of what the
space will look like.   The project will create an accessible research
and learning facility where we can safely curate all our collections in
one place at last, while a fit-for-purpose education space will allow us
to develop our Active Learning and Volunteering Programme.
At present we are working on the exhibition design and the stories we
will tell about the artefacts we have chosen to be representative of
Kilmartin’s unique history.
Looking to 2023
A lot of water has passed under the bridge since I first raised the idea
at a Trustee meeting that we needed to expand.  The course has been
anything but straightforward, and we’ve had numerous set backs,
including the global pandemic, but we have no doubt now that the
new Museum WILL be built, and its doors WILL open in 2023, and
that it WILL do justice to the amazing archaeological artefacts and
monuments of Kilmartin Glen.
I am so grateful to the many people, trusts, organisations, foundations
and volunteers past and present who believed in the project and who
supported us through thick and thin.  In particular we have been
supported by an incredible group of individuals who form our volunteer
Board of Trustees, without which we would not be where we are today.
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Fifty Years of Ecological change
Dave Batty

To celebrate 50 years of the Society I wrote an article, 50 years of
Ecological Change (The Kist 69). That dealt with the main changes
in land use in Mid Argyll up to 2005 but there have been several major
changes in the last 15 years that will impact on the area for the next
100 issues of The Kist.

Agriculture is in decline and
there has been a reduction in
the intensity of farming
activity.  There are fewer
cattle and sheep in the area
and fewer farms.  The inbye
land is becoming more and
more colonised by tussocks
of soft rush (Juncus effusus),
though this is probably
exacerbated by the
increasing waterlogging of the

ground (influenced by climate change?).  These fields will not turn into
rich wildlife sites but will become, in some places, just full of rush.
The changes to agriculture will be affected in ways that we do not yet
know with the UK leaving the EU and changes to agricultural subsidies.
One major change that is new since 2005 is the emphasis on climate
change and the UK and Scottish Government’s policies to reduce
human impacts and become carbon neutral in the near future.  As
part of the latter push the role of trees has increased with the planting
of more trees being seen as a practical response.  However, planting
on the hill ground where there is deep peat is unlikely to occur as the
impacts on the peat with the release of carbon dioxide would be
detrimental.  So it is likely that the lower ground where there is less
depth of peat will be used.  Therefore, the decline in agriculture might
lead to more planting on the lower inbye ground, which could be
agroforestry (low density planting with grazing), native species or
commercial conifers.  Whatever happens with a combination of
declining farming and increasing forestry there will be changes to the
Mid Argyll countryside.  The changes might be gradual or abrupt.
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Another aspect of the response to climate
change is the expansion of renewable
energy schemes in the area, both onshore
windfarms and small-scale hydro schemes.
There are now a number of both types of
schemes and there will be more windfarms
or expansion of existing ones and more

hydro schemes over the coming years.  These schemes produce
electricity which needs to be provided to where it is required and hence
the current upgrade to the pylon transmission line through the area.
All of these developments have direct and indirect impacts on the
natural heritage.
One unforeseen change in 2005 that has just started in the area is
the spread and appearance of ash dieback disease caused by the
fungus Hymenoscyphus fraxineus (formerly Chalara fraxinea).  This
causes leaf loss and crown dieback and can lead to the loss of the
tree.  Already many ash trees, from saplings to mature trees, are
showing signs of attack and are dying or dead.  These losses have
become more apparent during 2020.  This will only accelerate in the
coming years with a significant loss of existing ash trees.  Not only
will this be a sad loss of lovely trees in the countryside and impact on
the landscape but also ash trees are important sites for many rare
lichens.
In the 2005 article I did suggest that Sea Eagles might become more
common on the area in the years to come.  This has happened with
the increase in the population on the islands and the west coast.  Now
it is not uncommon to see a Sea Eagle flying overhead in Mid Argyll.
Unfortunately in some places they are creating problems for farmers
with taking lambs. Something that I could not predict in 2005 was that
by Kist 100 not only would European beavers be resident in Mid Argyll
but also the Scottish Government would have designated them as a

native species in Scotland.  The Scottish
Beaver Trial that took place in Knapdale on
Forestry Commission ground in 2009-14
was deemed a success.  The beavers have
remained within Knapdale forest and have
not yet colonised elsewhere but perhaps in
the years to come they will.
Bjorne at home in Knapdale
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Wildlife
Jon Simons

We have now been living near Ardpatrick for a little over a year and,
like all new places, it can take a while to get to know the local wildlife.
The beauty of ‘working’ a patch is that you get to see patterns and
start to know the good places to see species.
After a few months of settling in I decided that a good way to really
get to know the local area better was to undertake a 365 day
photographic project. The idea is to take and post (on the internet) a
photograph every single day for 365 consecutive days. Sounds
straightforward and I had grand ideas about taking all sorts of different
styles of photograph but after a while I got hooked on taking wildlife
or nature photographs to the exclusion of everything else. My main
limitation was taking photos whilst on dog walks with no regard to time
of day, weather conditions or light!

I started in mid-January 2021 with
an image of a red squirrel in our
garden. This was very exciting as
before we moved to Scotland we
lived on Exmoor, so the only
squirrels we saw were greys.
I was looking forward to seeing
some more of the local specialities
such as otters, eagles, divers and
the like. I was not disappointed!

The daily dog walks gave me plenty of time to observe any patterns
of behaviour, favourite spots used by the local wildlife, best times to
see certain species and how the weather affected them. A brilliant
learning curve. For example, the red squirrels in the garden have a
route around the area that means that they visit 3 or 4 times most
days and seem to use the same route.
Even though we lived in Exmoor National Park where there were
otters, I never saw one there and I still find it exciting when I see one
or more down by the loch side – even if we see them every few days
on average.
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Since living here I have gained a
lot more experience with otters.
They seem to like the turn of the
tide and are often quite close in to
shore as the tide rises though I
rarely see them at high tides. We
have seen kits grow up and on
one occasion we found one that
had died. We’ve watched them
play and hunt all because we are
out walking the dog and ‘hunting’

for photographs every day. Another northern speciality that we did not
have down south is the hooded crow and holiday makers often find
them astonishing because they have never seen them before. As with
any corvid they can also be quite entertaining!

We have lived for over 2 years in Argyll and it never ceases to amaze
me how varied the wildlife is here. It isn’t always cooperative about
showing itself but when it does, it is fantastic. Again, I have noticed
that certain species such as roe deer seem to get used to seeing you
regularly and often afford good, close views consequently.
The diversity of bird species in the area is impressive. Within a mile
of the house, we have multiple environments from some open moor,
deciduous and coniferous forests as well as loch edge. This lends
itself to quite the bird list.
Over the year I have seen wrens, warblers, corvids, ducks, divers,
geese, swans, herons and egrets, raptors, finches and a lot more.
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Of the warblers there were many
willow warblers though a lot less
chiffchaff. On one walk I counted
18 singing males on a mile’s
worth of track and only 3
chiffchaff.  There were a few
sedge warblers and a small
number of grasshopper
warblers, as well as blackcaps.
The bird list goes on and are too
many to mention all of them.

However, some of my favourites
are the raptors. In my little patch
I have seen hen harrier,
sparrowhawk, merlin, kestrel,
peregrine, osprey, buzzard and
white-tailed eagle. They are truly
rather magnificent in my book.
Eagles were rare on Exmoor, so
rare that I never saw one though
I did see a report of a tagged
white-tailed taking up a short
residence in the park which came from the Isle of White re-introduction
scheme. So, eagles are a particularly special species for me.

My wildlife interests extend further
than just birds and mammals. I
enjoy the more, macro side of life
too. I’ve never owned a house
with a pond before and I was
pleasantly surprised when it
turned out to be very attractive to
a range of dragonflies and
damselflies, toads, water boatmen
and butterflies (and the occasional
buzzard but that’s another story).
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So far, I’ve seen Common darter,
Four-spotted chaser, Golden-ringed
dragonfly and Southern hawker by the
pond as well as Keeled skimmers
nearby.   Some of the damselflies can
be tricky to identify but so far, I’ve seen
Azure, Beautiful demoiselle, blue-
tailed and large red damselflies.
I was lucky enough to watch a
southern hawker lay her eggs
amongst the vegetation and one day
I may get to see one emerge from its
final moult. Of course, it will be 2 or 3
years before these particular ones
hatch out as adults but I’m hoping they
laid in previous years too.
So, what have I learnt from 365 days
of wildlife photography? For one, there
is so much more to learn. It has made
me look harder at my local ‘patch’ and
find more and more different species
to admire and record. It has definitely
helped me improve my identification
skills.
Speaking of recording, any species
records should be noted somewhere
other than our own heads or
notebooks. The information, no matter
how small, helps build a picture of the

state of our biodiversity. This information can then help direct
conservation priorities on a local, national or even, a global scale.
There are numerous options for recording your observations. Some
are specific such as the BTO’s Birdtrack though primarily for bird
records some other species are included. There is also iRecord that
allows a much wider range of species observations particularly
invertebrates.
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It is easy to get excited about natural history in far flung places when
we see images of wolves or bears or whatever it might be on the
television. However, the most important thing is to enjoy the local
wildlife as much as possible and keep our connection with the natural
world nearest to us first. If, in this way, we can help improve our own
areas for wildlife, then at some point all these disparate areas will start
to join up and that is when we will start having a real, positive, impact
on our environment.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Our Thanks to Roddy Regan
Ed Tyler

Roddy Regan edited the Kist for issues 93-99. He has moved on, but
leaves fascinating articles inspired, at least in part, by his
archaeological excavations of duns and castles across Argyll, which
led to finds as diverse as musical instruments, lead seal matrices and
stone basins.

These excavations also seem to have piqued an interest in Argyll’s
turbulent, colourful history during the 16th and 17th centuries. Murders,
plots and even a island marooning feature in thoroughly researched
articles, which vividly bring past characters alive: the actual flesh-and-
blood figures behind the legends and the politically charged and “spun”
narratives which sometimes contradict each other.   However, there
is a more light hearted side to his work – see his article on nettles,
and on music-making.

Moving sideways, I’d like to mention his great enthusiasm for
fieldwork. I was involved with Tarbert Castle for a number of years
and he led a community excavation there. It was great to see him
inspiring the volunteers and following his hunches, which led to the
discovery of a Medieval entrance.

I wish him well in his new endeavours. His practical skills as a field
archaeologist, combined with formidable erudition, made him an
excellent editor.
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A Summer in Argyll
Robert Murray c 1934

Editor: This article came to us courtesy of Annie Tofts, who explains below
how she came about it:

"Whilst sorting through my late mother's house near Tarbert, some faxed
sheets and a map were found amongst boxes. I don't unfortunately know
how she came across them but curiosity got the better of me and I decided
to type up the fading sheets to see what unfolded (with the help of a
magnifying glass). The map is recreated as best I could. Robert Murray (his
name was in pencil at the end of the story - assume he was the author) was
very perceptive and it certainly gives a feel of the community and characters
then. Its story centres itself around Knapdale - Kilberry mainly."

I spent my first summer in Argyll as a boarder at a farm. From May to
September, I was appointed to act as student assistant to the Minister
in this outlying district of his seaboard parish. The farmhouse, whose
five front windows looked out to the Paps of Jura and the scarped
skyline of Islay, stood on the narrow littoral between low, russet hills
and the sea. A fields breadth behind the buildings, a stoney, rutted
road, contained by dry stone dykes, connected us with the nearest
small town, fourteen miles away, and also marked the upper boundary
of arable and cattle pasture.
Above the wall, stretched the hill, where some 1,500 sheep grazed
over as many acres. It was not a rich country side. The landscape
was bare even of trees, except for two or three sheltering ash at the
steading, and a small plantation round the castle about a mile away.
On the braeside one could trace as on a map that outline of deserted
crofts.
The bleakness of the prospect would have oppressed one had it not
been for the splendid spectacle of the hebrides across the sound.
Entering this region was like coming into a room which had been
stripped of all its furniture except for a fine piece of tapestry on the
wall.
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Entry was abrupt. I cycled from a little town, which lay at the head of
a sea loch. The banks at the roadside were lit by clusters of
primroses, the surface of the loch shone through a net of small birch
leaves and black and silver stems, the air was soft, the atmosphere
humid and brilliant as a jewel. The birds sang without stint. A veil of
poetic enchantment hung over everything. It was like a world seen in
the mirror. As I came nearer the sea, the wildwood gave place to
planted trees, fuchsia hedges and bright green turf fronted white
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cottages, I passed several mansions standing in well-kept grounds.
Then at the head of a sandy inlet I saw the church, a great square
barn of grey stone. Beyond it the road mounted a very steep hill out
of sight. I still remember the shock of the change when for the first
time I reached the summit of the hill and looked north along the coast.
Behind lay the land of lost content, forward the solidarity, appallingly
bare scene, which I have already been describing.
A schoolhouse and several cottages formed the village at the
entrance to the castle grounds. One of the cottages contained the
general merchant’s shop, a branch from the town, opened only twice
a week. Another was the post office. A third was occupied by the
postman, a burly, cheerful man who was also the smithy. Near at
hand also lived a joiner, a slater, and a driver of the mail bus.
Mr Ferguson was a thin little man with strangling grey hair, who had
been elected to his office for his saintliness rather than for his musical
talents. Being a free churchman, he was familiar only with the psalms
of David, and his knowledge extended to the words but not to the
tunes. When we stood up to sing at the classroom desks, the
congregation was oppressed with a sense of appalled bewilderment
for the first two lines of the psalm. The stream of sound which issued
from the precenter’s lips had neither settled key nor rhythm. It was as
barbaric to our ears as Chinese song. His wife, however was an able
interpreter and joined in with her ample voice at the third line.
Invariably she chose another key than the one which for the moment
her husband had selected. At line four, I came between the fell,
incensed points of mighty opposites, and generally the music was
reduced to order by the middle of the second verse. It was very trying
to one's sense of humour. I suggested unsuccessfully that it might be
useful to name the tune before we started to explore the modulator.
But the precenter would not consent to abandon the plenary
inspiration of the moment before he opened his mouth.
The little general shop was owned by a big, jovial man about 60 years
of age. Mr Campbell's twinkling eyes and sly tongue were familiar at
every cottage and farm from the town to the extreme end of the
parish, for he called twice a week at every house with his van.
Despite the disparity of our years we struck up a friendship on the
strength of which I used to spend Mondays and Fridays in the little
bed sitting room at the back of the shop. An old woman, gnarled as a
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thornbush, set his tea on a deal table pushed against one wall. I
settled myself in an armchair beside the open fire. He sat with his
broad back presented to me chatting away through mouthfuls of
scone until he had finished his meal. With him he always carried a
white cardboard cake-box, out of which he unpacked delicacies
specially given him by his wife for his tea. He treated me as if I were
quite a little boy, offering me a banana or a cream cake which I was
too polite to refuse. Before he began to eat, he inevitably said a grace
which was a combined address to the deity and his aged servant.
“Well, Molly, God be thanked”. After he had pushed back his chair
and turned to the fire, our conversation ran on the week's events,
local gossip and history, politics, religion, any subject under the sun.
He had known the parish all his life. The public history of the big
house, the private history of Mary McAllister, the story of the pipers
cave, the exact location of the fairy hill, the tale of the buried
treasures, all poured out him. He spoke slowly and deliberately, for,
as he explained to me, he often thought in gaelic, and had to translate
his thoughts into english.

He taught me my first words of gaelic, warning me at the same time
that the accent of this district of Argyll was degenerate. Shortly after
midnight, he escorted me to the front door where he scanned the
skies, hoped to have another ceilidh soon and bade me oidche (a
good night).

Under the bright stars, with the sussuration of the sea in my ears, I
walked sleepily home in the darkness. One or two peewits would rise
and sweep round my head, a quick puffing of their wing-beats
distinctly audible in the stillness, as I stumbled down the rough
cart-track to the farm steading.
The other prominent personage in the countryside was Willie
McAlister, the driver and proprietor of the mailbus and of an auxillary
car. He was a brown, pippin faced man with black side whiskers. A
creature of innocent cheerfulness, he usually dressed in rough brown
tweeds and a highly coloured pullover. Every second Sunday when
there was a service in the big, square church, 3 miles away, he turned
out his ancient Austin, dusty grey and rattling, and packed into it as
many as ten men and women. Quips exploded from him like crackers
as he drove his crushed cargo along the frightful road to the church.
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On weekdays, he maneuvered the bus with a kind of glorified
shooting brake, equipped with a bell which nobody used or thought
of using, but which had been installed by order of the board of trade.
On these postal occasions, he wore his uniform. It consisted of a
military cap with a stiff, glossy skip.
Everyone liked Willie and wondered if he would ever succeed in the
catching Mrs McKerracher, the buxom widow, who kept the school at
the other end of the parish. No one could help knowing that he wooed
her, for every Sunday night the Austin lay like a faithful grey
sheepdog before her garden gate until after ten o'clock.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Argyll Papers Alison Diamond
The Argyll Papers are the family and estate archive of the Duke of Argyll.
Dating from the 13th century, the archive records 700 years of the family’s
participation in national and international events, their private lives and
interests and the management of their extensive estates.   The Argyll Papers
have been described as ‘one of the most important private archives in Britain’
(Professor Allan Macinnes, 2014) due to the historically important role of the
Campbell family in Scottish, British and international affairs. From the 14th
century onwards the earls and, later, dukes of Argyll were closely allied to
the Scottish crown and parliament, acquiring a host of official roles and
responsibilities which were sustained and expanded after Union.

Until the mid 20th century, the Argyll estates covered most of Argyllshire,
including the islands of Tiree, Iona and Mull, as well as the Lordship of
Campbell in Clackmannanshire, Stirling and Fife. In the 18th and 19th
centuries successive Dukes invested heavily in agricultural, industrial and
urban development and the records of these endeavours provide an
unparalleled insight into our landscape history and built heritage. Large areas
of the estate lie in some of Scotland’s most marginal and fragile island
environments (Tiree, Iona, Mull) which endured some of the worst periods
of nineteenth century Highland famine, emigration and land agitation. The
history of all of these places and events, and of the people within them, is
documented in detail in the archive.

The Papers are a rich resource for Scottish and British history and attracts
visitors from all over the world, researching a wide range of subjects
including family and local history, Gaelic studies, place names, military
history, political history, economic and social history, agriculture and industry,
architecture and more.

There will be more about the Argyll Papers in the next edition of The Kist.
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Learning about Bees in Argyll
David C Jardine

During lockdown we all faced new challenges, but the wonderful
weather during spring 2020 certainly made a difference in Mid-Argyll
for those fortunate enough to have a garden. Trying to remain positive
I decided to ‘go micro’ and to try to learn more about the insects in the
garden. In addition to running the moth trap most nights, the time
normally spent looking at other things was filled with the challenge of
learning about a new group of insects: bees.
It all started with a large
bumblebee with a rusty thorax
and white tip to its abdomen. A bit
of searching on the internet
helped identify it as Bombus
hypnorum (Tree Bumblebee), a
species which was not seen in
Britain until 2001. It has been
spreading north and arrived in
Argyll recently where there are
now quite a few records on the
 mainland and a few from Mull and Jura.
This find spurred me on to try to learn the ‘bar-codes’ of the other
bumblebees in the garden, which can be told apart by the pattern and
colour of the bands on the thorax and abdomen. This was helped by
a useful introductory guide from the Bumblebee Conservation Trust
(Gammans et al. 2018) which duly arrived in the post. Soon I was
sorting out the common ones – ‘the big seven’, all of which occurred
in the garden in Kilmartin except Bombus lapidarius (Red-tailed
Bumblebee) ( The-Big-7-Poster-1.pdf (backyardnature.org) ).
However, I was still learning about their lifestyles and found that, just
as Cuckoos were arriving back and filling the air with their calls, there
were also cuckoo bumblebees which lay their eggs in the nests of
other bumblebees and take no part in the rearing of their young. As
they do not have to gather pollen the structure of their legs is slightly
different and appear shinier having less hair. Imagine my excitement
when one (Bombus bohemicus (Gypsy Cuckoo Bumblebee)) turned
up on a Dandelion.

Bombus hypnorum (Tree Bumblebee)
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Bombus bohemicus (Gypsy Cuckoobee)
This was quite a rare bee, but with the help of digital photos its
identification was confirmed with help from Lorn Natural History Group
(Carl Farmer) and particularly Murdo MacDonald of Highland
Biological Recording Group, who provided encouragement to ‘go
further’. Shortly afterwards, a pale buff bee, slightly smaller than a
Bombus pascuorum (Common Carder Bee) started appearing on a
daily basis at the Pulmonaria and the Bugle flowers in the garden. It
was very quick, but eventually I managed to get photographs which
allowed its identification by Scott Shanks (Buglife) as Anthophora
plumipes (Hairy-footed Flower Bee). This is a bee which had not been
seen in Argyll before and had not been recorded closer than the
Glasgow area. A sign of the warming times?.... maybe, but possibly
nobody had looked for it before!

Anthophora plumipes (Hairy-footed Flower Bee)

Meanwhile, as I was attending to the weeds in the gravel I was finding
smaller bees which were burrowing into the path…. mining bees. This
is a much more difficult group, well beyond my developing knowledge,
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but with the help of Murdo and
Scott, and the Field Guide to Bees
(Falk & Lewington, 2015) I was
beginning to know to look at,
amongst other things, the wing
veination and the colour of the hairs
on their legs and the pattern of the
hairs on the abdomen segments
(tergites). The ones in the path
turned out to be Andrena scotica

Andrena scotica (Chocolate Mining Bee) (Chocolate Mining Bees).
In that glorious spring of 2020 the sun continued to shine and
everywhere I went I seemed to find bees; a short walk up the track
behind the house there was an aggregation of mining bees. These
are not known as colonies as mining bees are not social bees like
bumblebees or honey bees, which work together, rather they are
solitary bees which nest side by side in small areas of habitat suitable
for their burrows. This small site was an ‘eye-opener’ as in addition to
seven different mining bees there were also Nomad Bees (Nomada
sp) and Blood Bees (Sphecodes sp), both groups which
kleptoparasitise (cuckold) the nests of mining bees, and a host of other
bee parasites and predators such as Bee Flies (Bombylius major) and
Tiger beetles (Cincindella campetris).

Mining bee colony, Ballibrad track Sphecodes sp (Blood Bee) (photo Ian Fisher)

Bees were getting a bit of coverage on the Argyll wildlife social media
pages and in early June Stephen Benjamins posted pictures of a
leaf-cutter bee (Megachile centicularis Patchwork Leaf-cutter Bee)
found in Connel which had me quickly checking the leaves on the rose
bushes in the garden. This group of bees cuts holes out of leaves



25

which it uses to seal their nests; but I couldn’t find any trace of their
activity in Kilmartin. However, about a week later, I noticed a bee I
didn’t immediately recognise visiting a Bell-flower….it had a pollen
brush on the underside of the abdomen (on which it carried its pollen
rather than using its legs). It was another leafcutter; this one was a
second new species of leafcutter bee in Argyll in a week!
Not long afterwards, while tidying the Alchemilla, I found the tell-tale
signs of where it had collected its nesting material. In summer 2021
both species of Leafcutter bee were in Kilmartin.

Megachile willughbiella (Willughby’s Leafcutter Bee) along with an Alchemilla leaf where it had
gathered nesting material..

One particular mining bee found at the aggregation up the track,
Andrena ruficrus (Northern Mining Bee), was of particular interest to
Murdo MacDonald as it is currently listed as a red data species.
With his encouragement further searches were made for it during
2021 when several large ‘colonies’ were found on Kerrera by Ann
McGregor and also on Colonsay and elsewhere, transforming the
understanding of its status in Argyll (Jardine & McGregor, 2021). It
emerges in the early spring and it appears that it is under-recorded
here rather than rare. In the last two years, with the help of others,
I’ve learnt a lot about bees, finding 31 species so far in the Kilmartin
area (see Table), but there is still so much still to learn about this
understudied group.
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Table: Bees found around Kilmartin (10-km grid squares NR89 and NM80)
in 2020 and 2021

Andrena bicolor Gwynne’s Mining Bee Osmia bicornis Red Mason Bee
Andrena cineraria Ashy Mining Bee Megachile centuncularis Patchwork Leafcutter Bee

Andrena haemorrhoa Orange-tailed Mining Bee Megachile willughbiella Willughby’s Leafcutter Bee

Andrena ruficrus Northern Mining Bee Nomada marshamellaMarsham’s Nomad Bee
Andrena scotica Chocolate Mining Bee Nomada ruficornis Fork-jawed Nomad Bee
Andrena tarsata Tormentil Mining Bee Anthophora plumipes Hairy-footed Flower Bee
Andrena minutula Common Mini-miner Bombus hortorum Garden Bumblebee
Andrena subopaca Impunctate Mini-miner Bombus hypnorum Tree Bumblebee
Halictus rubicundus Orange-legged Furrow Bee Bombus lucorum agg White-tailed Bumblebee
Lasioglossum albipes Bloomed Furrow Bee Bombus pascuorum Common Carder Bee
Lasioglossum calceatum Common Furrow Bee Bombus pratorum Early Bumblebee
Lasioglossum cupromicans Turquoise Furrow Bee Bombus terrestisBuff-tailed Bumblebee
Lasioglossum fratellum Smooth-faced Furrow Bee Bombus bohemicus Gypsy Cuckoo Bee
Lasioglossum leucopus White-footed Furrow Bee Bombus sylvestris Forest Cuckoo Bee
Sphecodes geofrellus Geoffroy’s Blood Bee Apis mellifera Western Honey Bee
Sphecodes monillicornis Box-headed Blood Bee
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Andrena ruficrus – in cop. (Photo Ann McGregor)
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Nature in Lockdown 2020
Dave and Pat Batty

Like, I am sure most members of the Society, we were looking ahead
in March 2020 to what we would be doing and where we would be
going in 2020.  Suddenly with the Coronavirus outbreak all our plans
were thrown into disarray and we were confined to home and its
immediate environs.  Our horizons were immediately narrowed and
required to be redrawn.  We were lucky in that from our home in the
glen we had a number of different places we could get to by walking
or cycling and also we could see lots of wildlife in and from the garden.
We took delight in any small sights we had of nature and spent more
time sitting looking than we might do at other times.   We were also
lucky that the lockdown coincided the coming of spring and then
summer so there was plenty to see and look forward to.  In addition,
the weather was so good for the first couple of months, such that we
needed rain for the garden and were looking forward to a soaking!

March
The lockdown started in late March, so just spanning the end of winter
and the beginnings of spring.  One of the first things we noticed was
disturbance to the grass along the roadside and in the yard.  We
quickly realised that it was badger rootings and one of our neighbours
had seen a badger one night.  The activity lasted about a week and
then ceased.  Not all the badger activity was welcome in the glen.
Another neighbour lost a hen sitting on eggs to the badgers.
There were a few early signs of spring with the odd butterflies around,
Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock being early species.  Although we
had seen toad and frog activity earlier in the year the mild weather,
particularly at night, brought another wave of activity with fresh frog
spawn in ditches and pools and toads seen on the road.  We saw a
Meadow Pipit doing its display flight of flying high and then gliding
down whilst singing and Snipe drumming, heard but not seen, in a
rushy field.  Other highlights were a male Sparrowhawk on the garden
fence checking out the peanut feeder area and a Great Spotted
Woodpecker at the nuts.
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April
In early April there were still four Whooper Swans up at the loch before
they left for the arctic areas.  The mild weather brought out toads on
the road again with males and females in tandem heading for the
water.  The lockdown and reduction in traffic in the glen probably
meant more toads survived than usual this year.  There was even the
odd palmate newt seen on the road.
There were definitely the first real signs of spring in that first week with
Chiffchaff and Willow Warblers singing.  The first snatch of Willow
Warbler was heard on 6 April but by the next day (7th) there were
several singing.  The strong southerly winds had brought them up.
Another migrant arriving and taking up its regularly used nest site was
one of the local Ospreys.  The male Stonechats were looking
resplendent in their spring plumage.  The first flowering Wood
Anemone was spotted and the leaves on the rowan in the garden
started to come out.
By the second week the blackthorn blossom willow catkins were to
come out and the odd birch was bursting into leaf.  As the week
progressed more Wood Anemone flowered and was more obvious
with the sun.  More spring migrants made an appearance.  Two
Swallows were seen at home on 12 April but they were passing
through and did not linger. We heard the first Grasshopper Warbler’s
distinctive call, sounding like a bicycle freewheeling.  One early
morning there was the distant bubbling call of Blackcock somewhere
in the glen, but that was the only call heard all spring.
One cycling trip took us to the Crinan Canal via the moss where we
saw Sand Martins flying round.  Along the canal bank there was a
profusion of Primroses, Celandines and Wood Anemones which had
been helped by the mowing regime.  In addition, near the bird hide
were Cowslips.  These were probably planted some years ago when
repair work was carried out at that point.  The Crinan estuary provided
views a Little Egret and an Osprey, whilst at Crinan we saw a Razorbill
just offshore and onshore an otter.
By the third week of April Grasshopper Warblers were back in
numbers and were joined by Redstart and Tree Pipit in the woods.
On 17th a Swallow appeared at home and stayed, but a solitary House
Martin was glimpsed flying up the glen.  By 18th there were two
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Swallows at home which were gradually joined by others later (4 by
the 21st).  The other harbinger of spring, the Cuckoo, was heard by
us on the 19th (but by a neighbour on the 17th) calling in the glen and
it continued to call everyday into late May.  We had been looking out
for Wheatears for several weeks as they are normally seen at the end
of March/beginning of April in the glen. However suddenly on 19th we
saw a male and two females in a field next to home, very distinctive
with their white rumps.  After that we saw them regularly up and down
the glen and elsewhere.  Whitethroats arrived and were singing.  A
couple of highlights were seeing an Osprey flying past the house and
a lovely male Redpoll up the glen with a very bright red head and a
lovely pink infused breast feathers.  By the end of the week the first
male Orange Tip appeared in the garden and after that they were
around in the glen and elsewhere until the first week of June.
In the last week of April we saw a common or viviparous lizard basking
in the sun amongst heathy vegetation on the hill.  The Cuckoo Flower
(or Lady’Smock) was coming out in a mauve profusion and this is the
food plant of the caterpillars of the Orange Tip butterfly.  It was
appropriate to see the Cuckoo Flower and at the same time hear the
Cuckoo calling in the glen, presumably the reason why the flower is
so called.  The Golden Scale Fern fronds were starting to unfurl like
bishops’ croziers.  At this time, it’s easy to see the golden scales which
contrast with the yellow-green of the new fronds.
Some ash was starting to flower but unfortunately it was now easy to
identify those trees and saplings which had been adversely affected
by the ash die-back disease.  Some large trees looked as if they were
completely dead, others partly dead and some of the smaller saplings
were also dead.  We noticed the impacts last autumn but it was now
much more obvious and will have a big impact on the Mid Argyll
landscape and wildlife over the next few years. As the spring and
summer went on we saw more and more affected trees.  In that last
week of April the oaks started to come into leaf and the wood took on
an olive/brown hue at first as the leaves began to unfurl and then
changing to green during May as the leaves got their normal colour.
The wetter parts of the field and other wet places were turned bright
yellow with Marsh Marigold flowers.
Right at the end of the month we heard Garden Warblers in the glen,
including one in a tree by the house which formed a major part of the
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dawn chorus.  We also caught the odd notes of the Common
Sandpiper by the loch but not its full spring call yet, but by the first
days of May they were calling in several places by water.
May
By the beginning of May the prolonged warm weather was bringing
on the insects.  We saw Bee Hawk-moths (probably Narrow-bordered
Bee Hawk-moth) on a hill track looking for nectar sources amongst
last year’s dead heather flowers.  The moth has a long, prominent,
proboscis and has the look of a miniature humming bird.  It is not
common but is flying in Mid Argyll at this time.  Also with the sun there
was a Green Tiger Beetle, which, as its name suggests, is bright green
with pink spots.  It is a long-legged, fast-running beetle and a
carnivore.  It is often seen on open dry soil on forestry tracks.  At the
same time we caught a glimpse of bright green insect flying off and
this was the first sighting of the butterfly Green Hairstreak.  They are
quite small and easily missed when at rest with closed up wings but
when they fly you see the metallic green of the upper wings.
The topping of grass and rushes in a field down the glen brought an
influx of gulls, a mixed flock of over 100 Greater Black-backed and
Herring Gulls.  They stayed a couple of days feeding on what they
could find.  Stonechats had been prominent for several weeks but 4th

May saw the first of the migrant Whinchat arrive.  In the second week
we were lucky enough to see a pair in our ground for the first time.
The male was looking particularly beautiful in his bright spring
plumage.  The 4th also brought the first sighting of Green-veined White
butterflies in the glen.  Sedge Warblers arrived back in that first week,
they were not seen but heard with their ‘scritchy-scratchy’ song from
dense vegetation.

The warm weather was bringing
along the flowers and the Bluebells
were starting to come out to
produce a stunning show later in
the month of big blocks of bold blue
colour.  In places where it was
wetter there were large patches of
Ransoms,sometimes intermingling
with the Bluebells to produce the
look of an impressionist painting.
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Also appearing were Early Purple Orchids (they do just as their name
suggests are purple and appear early), Bugle and Woodruff.  A cycle
to Crinan saw a Mallard duck with 12 newly hatched ducklings.
Unfortunately, the duck somehow took them into Lock 14 which had
high sides all the way round and no way out for them.  We let the canal
staff know and later they were seen, albeit down to 9 ducklings, out
and about.
The second week of May had an early morning roe buck barking
outside our bedroom window.  Earlier a buck and doe were seen
crossing the road near the house, perhaps as a result of the reduction
in traffic.  The Willow Warblers were singing a little less and in fewer
numbers, but the Cuckoo was still calling every day.   However, the
highlight was being up at the loch at the right moment to see an Osprey
fishing.  The Osprey (it would be a male fishing for the female on the
nest) came high over the loch and circled round.  It then dropped down
before suddenly plunging to the edge of the loch and catching a large
fish on the edge of the reeds.  It then rose up and flew back towards
the nest.
For several years we have tried to work out the difference between
Garden Warblers and Blackcaps from their songs, as you rarely see
them.  Most years we have our eyes directed to the ground looking
for plants but this year we had the time to stop, listen and look.  So,
with a bit of patience, we were able see and hear the birds.  We just
hope we can remember the difference for next year.

Another butterfly appeared, the
Speckled Wood which is found in
woodland or to be more precise
in sunny glades.  Males take up
territories in the glades and
defend them against other males.
The butterfly is subtlety coloured
brown with flecks of cream.
Further generations of adults
appear later in the year.  The
warmth was affecting lochans

and Bogbean was in flower.  Swallows and House Martins were active
round the garden and farm buildings.  One of the horses in the field
had been rolling to remove its old winter hair and left a big white patch.



32

The Swallows and House Martins were collecting this for their nests
and one particular House Martin had a such a huge beakful that it
looked like a moustache.
By the river Add is a flood bank area which is scoured every winter
by the floods which means it has not been fenced for agriculture and
does not get completely wooded.  Here is a lovely mixture of wild
flowers from woodland ones like Anemones, Bluebells and Ransoms
to wetland ones.  One particular highlight is the large amount of Globe
Flower which still manages to persist here.

By the second week of May it was
flowering and there were drifts of
yellow flowers above the rest of the
vegetation.  Globe Flower was once
much more widespread in Mid Argyll
(and probably Argyll as a whole) but
has decreased with increased
agriculture (ploughed up, effect of
fertilisers and herbicides), less
grazing (not surviving in competition
with other species) or forestry.

Canada Geese with goslings appeared at Crinan estuary mirroring
what would be happening all round the Mid Argyll coast.  It is part of
the exponential growth of Canada Goose numbers in the area since
they first became noticeable in 2002.  Now winter counts in the
Kilmartin Glen area can total 600 or more, and in the present
circumstances numbers will only continue to increase and make more
problems for the local farmers.
In the midst of all the sunshine and warmth it came as a big shock
and surprise to have a hard frost out of the blue on the 11th May.  In
the ensuing days the effects could be seen.  Those ash which were
just opening their leaves had them all killed.  Similarly, an oak that
was later than the norm and was similarly just opening its leaves had
them killed.  Now oaks can survive this sort of event as they can grow
a new set of leaves, the so-called Lammas effect, usually in response
to defoliation by caterpillars.  It was interesting to see if ash had the
same capacity and whether for those already affected by ash die-back
there might have a bigger impact.  Even sycamore with fully opened
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leaves experienced a visible effect but whether enough to kill them
remains to be seen.  Some of the ferns, like golden scale fern, in open
situations suffered some damage to the ends of unfurling fronds.  As
the weeks went on the ash did partially recover and produce another
set of leaves giving, in some cases, a sparse covering.  There was a
big impact on the sycamore as the affected leaves eventually died
and fell to the ground.  So, through late May and most of June the
road verge and yard had an autumn look with a light covering of dead
leaves.  The final impact of the frost was seen in early July with some
oak branches coming into new leaf, the so-called Lammas growth
usually a response to earlier defoliation by caterpillars.  However, in
this case it was a response to some leaves being killed by frost.
By this time the ground had got very dry and rain was needed to
freshen up the vegetation.  However, there was enough water in the
lochs for the dragonflies and damselflies so by the second week of
May there were several species on the wing earlier than usual,
including Four- spotted chaser, Large Red Damselfly and some of the
blue damselflies.  There were several heavy rainfalls during May and
June which were enough to refresh the ground and the vegetation.
The first midges of the year were encountered on 15 May in the woods
but they were bearable but with the generally hot and dry weather
they were not a problem during May and June.  The warm weather
brought a second emergence of mayfly up at the loch in mid-May.  A
Spotted Flycatcher appeared in the garden in late May using the fence
as a perch for catching insects.  It characteristically finds a suitable
place to perch and then flies out and back to catch flying insects.    In
other years a pair has nested in our neighbour’s garden, where in one
year they nested in the satellite dish.  Spotted Flycatchers are the
latest of our summer migrants to arrive back.  Later we saw them
mating on the fence.  One early morning looking out of the bedroom
there was a Whitethroat in the garden.  The most unusual bird seen
was one Lapwing calling over the moss.  We have not seen a lapwing
during the spring for many years.
By last week of May a lot of plants were coming into flower, such as
Tormentil, Lousewort, Butterwort and Round-leaved Sundew.  The
Sundew is quite difficult to spot at this stage as it is so small, the size
of a fifty pence piece.  Both Butterwort and Sundew are carnivorous
catching insects on their sticky leaves.  There was a period of ‘snow’



34

drifting across the garden and field.  This was feathered willow seed
from all the shrubs by the river.  The meadow grassland plants also
started to appear, abundant Yellow Rattle this year, Meadow Vetchling
and Tufted Vetch.  There were even a few Greater Butterfly Orchids
in bud.  Fields, road verges and the woods were white with Pignut.
There was the first sighting of the Beautiful Demoiselle (Calopteryx
virgo) on the small burn in the field.  It lives up to its name as the males
have lovely iridescent purple wings.  This species likes flowing water
with underwater weed for egg laying and areas of trees and open
areas.  The males patrol the open sections looking for females.
The spotted Flycatchers were prominent in the garden hawking from
perches.  There was also a family of Pied Wagtails in the garden and
a male Stonechat on the rowan.
June
By June the Cuckoo was still
calling every day and was heard
until the 15th in the glen but
heard elsewhere in Mid Argyll
on 24th.  However other birds
were noticeably quieter, though
there was still the odd Willow
Warbler singing.
Marsh Fritillaries were flying at
Taynish but not in large
numbers, and Small Heath and
Pearl Bordered Fritillary were also around in Mid Argyll.
The Spotted Flycatcher nested at the back of an old satellite dish and
had four eggs.  They hatched out four nestlings by the second week
of June and all survived.  Those four increasingly filled the nest until
it was difficult to see how they managed to fit in.  Eventually on 22
June they fledged and left the nest.  One was seen for a short time in
the holly tree being fed by one of the parents.
Many plants were coming into flower earlier than usual due to the
exceptionally warm weather, e.g. white and yellow water lilies, but
aspen was only just coming into leaf.  It was noticeable how flower-
rich the Crinan Canal was particularly around the lock gates areas.
Unfortunately, the Canal cut the edges of the towpath before
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everything had time to flower properly, e.g. Greater Butterfly Orchid
and Twayblade.   Later in June the banks round the various lock gates
were very heavily mown and strimmed to produce a uniform lawn.
By the second week of June orchids were flowering profusely with
Heath Spotted Orchid, Fragrant Orchid, Northern Marsh Orchid and
Bird Nest Orchid but Early Marsh Orchid and Common Spotted Orchid
were later in the month.  Also, a lot of wetland plants were starting to
flower; Marsh Cinquefoil, Valerian, Marsh Hawksbeard, Hemlock
Water Dropwort with Meadowsweet in bud.  Two more fritillary
butterflies appeared, Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary and Dark Green
Fritillary.  Distinguishing Pearl from Small Bordered Fritillary is not
easy, as you need to see the underside of the wing to determine how
many silvery cells there are (two for the Pearl and several for the
Small). The upper wings are very similar and the size difference is not
a good field character.
There were a lot of young fledglings around the garden; Coal Tits,
Blue Tits, Willow Warbler, House Sparrows and Robins.  Other birds
were not as far advanced.  By chance we disturbed a Meadow Pipit
and saw its next with four eggs and one chick just hatching with still
part of the egg shell on its head.

In the second half of June the Greater Butterfly
Orchid were flowering and the field had 300+,
however plants still continued to appear.  A
count at the end of the month found almost
800 in flower, a record count.  Elsewhere in
the immediate locality it was also a good year
for them and we found 140+ in a nearby field
and also 10+ along the road verges.  In late
June one appeared in the lawn in the front
garden, never seen there in the last 30 years.
Later in July we saw a large example on the
side of the forestry road at Oib and single
plants on two occasions at sites in Kilmichael
Glen where we have never seen them before.

In addition, we saw a few flowers on the edge of an adjacent field
which had previously had a lot (many hundreds) but which had been
subject to some agricultural improvement.  We thought they had been
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lost entirely.  Some plants were only in bud in early August and so the
species had a long flowering season.
Elsewhere in Mid Argyll Lesser Butterfly Orchid was also flowering
well and was more extensive than in previous years.  Fragrant Orchid
was also abundant with the occasional Twayblade and a few Common
Spotted Orchid were starting to flower.  In addition, a Bee Hawkmoth
was also seen.
There were a lot of sites for the dragonfly the Keeled Skimmer
(Orthetrum coerulescens), mainly females but the occasional male
with its characteristic power blue abdomen.  The Beautiful Demoiselle
was seen in many places as the ongoing warm conditions probably
allowed them to colonise new sites and expand their range.
Surprisingly in late June Siskin appeared on several occasions on the
garden fence, more sightings than we had for the whole of the previous
winter.  In one five-minute period we saw young Siskin, Whinchat,
Greenfinch and Goldfinch along with adult Redpoll and Spotted
Flycatcher on the fence.  Another day we had Swallow, House Martin
and Sand Martin flying over the garden and field.  At one point a Sand
Martin landed on the ground in the vegetable garden.  The fence
continued to be a magnet for young birds with three Whinchat
fledglings and a male Siskin in lovely bright plumage.
July
Towards the end of June, the weather changed and there was rain at
some point every day and wind at times.  However, there were sunny
spells and at the beginning of July we were near Inverlussa and saw
10 species of butterfly in a short distance, including several very
fresh-looking Speckled Wood which were probably a second brood.
Also, in early July we saw several Ringlet butterflies in several places
on the Tayvallich peninsula and at Crinan Wood.  Grayling were seen
along the coast of Ulva in the second week of July and on the islands
off Crinan Ferry in early August.  A highlight in mid-July was the sight
of three Ospreys flying over the Puddle on the Tayvallich peninsula
and looking as though they were going to fish but did not.
August
The garden continued to surprise with a male Bullfinch in lovely pink
and black plumage feeding on sorrel seeds.  Later a young Whitethroat



37

and Spotted Flycatcher were seen on the fence, whilst down the road
a flock of 40-50 Twite were seen amongst a field of tall grass.  In late
July and early August young Bullfinches visited the garden and
adjacent field on several occasions, and in early August there was a
flock of c.50 Twite in the field.
With the appearance of lots of fledglings and swallow families
gathering on the wires at the end of August it seemed that nature had
come full circle during lockdown and in doing so had provided not only
a welcome and fascinating interest but also something to sustain us.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

 Harping On
Roddy Regan

There was an article in Kist 96 on early music and musical instruments in
Argyll which referenced the Queen Mary harp or clarsach now in the
National Museum of Scotland and the possibility that it could have been
made in Knapdale.  While this is still unproven it was thought that the harp
dated to the late 15th century or early 16th century.  However, recent study
of the harp has re-examined the harp’s construction with samples of wood
sent for radiocarbon dating.  The work was undertaken on behalf of the
National Museum of Scotland by Dr Anne Crone, Dr Ticca Ogilvie and Dr
Lore Troalen.  The soundbox had previously been identified as being
constructed of willow while the recent work showed that the neck wood of
the harp was most likely made from apple (Pyrus malus) or pear (Pyrus
communis) while the forepillar wood may be European hornbeam (Carpinus
betulus), although the later was less certain. Further analysis showed that
the wood used was probably original and all parts of the frame were likely
made at about the same time, i.e. it had not come from an earlier source
reusing older wood.   Given this and the resultant radiocarbon dates the
harp is now thought to date to between the 2nd quarter of the 14th century
and the 1st quarter of the 15th century. This makes the Queen Mary the
oldest dated extant harp in Europe, and one of the oldest known European
stringed instruments to survive in a largely unaltered and intact state.  The
question then remains was this lovely object made in Argyll and more
specifically Knapdale? The new dating of the Queen Mary harp now more
closely corresponds to the similar harp shown on the grave slab at Keils
which on the basis of the accompanying script had previously been dated
to the 15th century and perhaps makes the possible association with
Knapdale more likely.
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The NHASMA Summer Holiday
Rebecca Pine

We didn’t go away this year
or take a N’asma trip.
We stayed at home and bit our nails
or else our bottom lip.
We didn’t see the wilder life,
we only saw the den
the year we stayed with Number One
because of Number Ten.
We didn’t pack our climbing boots,
binoculars or maps,
nor all the books of birds and things
we might have seen perhaps.
We didn’t go to Aviemore
or paddle in the Spey
the year we stayed in Mid Argyll
because of Boris J.
We didn’t share a dormy house
with all our flock of friends.
We didn’t need our welly bootsf
or what the rain god sends.
We didn’t need the sun crème
for a picnic on the sand
the year that Covid cancelled all
the jollies we had planned.
We didn’t take a ferry boat,
we didn’t take a rib.
We didn’t take a G & T
(well maybe that’s a fib!)
We didn’t see the country and
we didn’t see the town
the year that they were buttoned up
and we were battened down.
We didn’t cancel EVERYTHING
with Moisie on the case.
We didn’t keep the scheduled date
but kept the settled place -
not 20 — 20 — 21
so 20 22
will surely be the year we DID
the things we didn’t DO.
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The Dunchraigaig Deer:
a biography of Scotland’s earliest animal carvings

Barnett, T.1 and Valdez-Tullett, J. 1
1 Historic Environment Scotland

Introduction
Kilmartin Glen is internationally renowned for its unique prehistoric
landscape, while the Glen and surrounding area are widely regarded
as featuring the greatest concentration of elaborate prehistoric rock
art in Scotland, if not in Britain. The vast majority of this rock art is
characterised by abstract motifs – cupmarks (small, circular
depressions) often associated  with grooves and surrounded by one
or more concentric rings – carved on boulders and rock outcrops in
the open landscape (Figure 1).   Similar carvings are known in many
other parts of Scotland, with over 3100 examples currently
documented and many new discoveries made every year, including
three in Kilmartin since the start of 2022 (Webb pers.comm.).

Figure 1. Pecked cup and ring motifs and grooves typical of Atlantic Rock Art,
carved on a natural rock outcrop at Cairnbaan, Kilmartin                     © HES



Scotland’s rich tradition of prehistoric rock carving is shared with
Britain, Ireland and other parts of Atlantic Europe, and generally
referred to as Atlantic Rock Art (Bradley 1997). Although its
chronology is still somewhat disputed, Atlantic Rock Art is thought to
have been created in the 4th and 3rd millennia BC during the Neolithic
and Early Bronze Age (EBA hereafter) (e.g. Bradley 1997, 2020;
Burgess 1991; Jones et al. 2011; O’Connor 2006).

Kilmartin is exceptional not only for the quantity and quality of Atlantic
Rock Art, but also for the frequency of prehistoric figurative carvings
found in this area. Depictions of recognisable objects are extremely
rare in the Neolithic and Early Bronze Age rock art of Britain.   In
Scotland, the only unambiguous recorded examples are found
exclusively in Kilmartin. Until recently, these were restricted to images

of flat axe heads and halberds
pecked into stone cist slabs
within EBA burial cairns at Ri
Cruin, Nether Largie North
and Nether Largie Mid
(Figure2) (Mapleton 1871;
Morris 1977; Needham &
Cowie 2012; Watson &
Bradley 2021). The
unprecedented discovery of
animal carvings in the EBA
burial cairn at Dunchraigaig in
Kilmartin challenges the view
that depictions of humans or
animals of this date are
absent in Scotland.

 A small number of possible
Neolithic/EBA animal carvings have been recorded on natural rock
surfaces in the UK, for example on the Cronk yn How Stone,
associated with an EBA burial near Ramsey, Isle of Man (Darvill et
al. 2005) and on the wall of Goats Crag rock shelter, containing a
Beaker burial, in Northumberland (Burgess 1972; Van Hoek & Smith
1988), but in all cases the images cases are too schematic for
definitive identification (Jones & Díaz-Guardamino 2019). Carvings
of stags have also been noted in Scotland on a boulder in Glen

Figure 2. Pecked images of flat axe heads on a cist
slab in the Early Bronze Age burial cairns at Ri Cruin,
Kilmartin © HES

40
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Domhain north of Kilmartin, on a vertical rock face at Ballochmyle,
Ayrshire, and a rock outcrop at Eggerness, Dumfries and Galloway
(Campbell & Sandeman 1962; Childe 1941; Morris & van Hoek 1987;
Stevenson 1994). These depictions are all stylistically different from
the Dunchraigaig deer, and have been interpreted as dating to the
Iron Age or later (e.g. Morris & van Hoek 1987; Stevenson 1994).

The carvings at Dunchraigaig are the first unambiguous depictions of
prehistoric animals in Scotland, and among the earliest identified in
Britain and Ireland. Their discovery reinforces the special character
of Kilmartin as one of the most remarkable prehistoric landscapes in
Britain, and changes our perspectives on rock art in this country. This
article describes the process of authenticating the carvings, and
discusses their possible chronology and biography.
An unprecedented discovery
Dunchraigaig Cairn is one of a series of monumental EBA burial cairns
within Kilmartin. It occupies an elevated position on a raised river
terrace several hundred metres to the south-east of the Linear
Cemetery – an alignment of funerary monuments dating to the earliest
part of the EBA (c.2200-1900 BC) which includes the Nether Largie
and Ri Cruin Cairns (RCAHMS 1988; Sheridan 2012). Originally
measuring 30m in diameter and 2.5m maximum height, Dunchraigaig
Cairn is constructed from a circular heap of water-washed cobbles
(Greenwell 1865; Mapleton 1870). Although still impressive today, the
cairn has been substantially depleted over time through quarrying,
and two burial cists are currently exposed and accessible (Figure 3).

Archaeological excavations in the 19th

century and further investigation in the
1920s revealed that there were
originally three cists beneath the cairn
material (Craw 1930; Greenwell 1865;
Mapleton 1870). These comprise two
short cists constructed of stone slabs,
and a larger cist with different
characteristics. One of the short cists,
located towards the northern edge of
the cairn, is buried beneath cobbles
and not visible today, while the second
is situated in the centre of the cairn

Figure 3. Dunchraigaig Cairn showing the
depleted cairn of cobbles, and large cist on
the south-east side of the monument © HES
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and open to view. The larger
cist, on the south-eastern side
of the cairn, features an
unusually large capstone of
fine-grained metabasite
(metamorphosed basalt), about
4m long, supported on three
sides by walls of cobbles and
small boulders (Figure 4)
(Anderton 2021; Campbell &
Sandeman 1962: 118). The
topside of this slab is currently

covered by cairn material and has not been investigated. It was on
the underside of this capstone that carvings of five animals were
discovered.

The carvings were first identified by independent researcher, Hamish
Fenton, while inspecting the capstone with raking torchlight. He
subsequently recorded the stone using Structure from Motion (SfM)
photogrammetry, and the resulting 3D model revealed images of
several animals (Fenton 2021). In November 2020, Fenton reported
the discovery to the Scotland’s Rock Art Project (ScRAP) Team at
Historic Environment Scotland, who began a programme of research

Figure 4. The large cist at Dunchraigaig Cairn.
The carvings are positioned on the underside of the
capstone, which is about 4m in length © HES

Figure 5. ScRAP Team investigating the carvings  in April 2021 © HES
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to assess the authenticity of the carvings and the implications of the
find (Valdez-Tullett et al forthcoming). Part of this work involved
interrogating a high-resolution 3D model, created with an Artec Leo
structured light scanner by Historic Environment Scotland’s Digital
Documentation and Innovation team. This is a highly portable and
non-contact technique which captures complex surfaces rapidly with
millimetre accuracy, so was ideally suited for recording these carvings.
The 3D model was scrutinized using a suite of digital enhancement
tools to highlight different surface features and distinguish faint details
of the animal images. Once Covid-19 restrictions were lifted in April
2021, the ScRAP Team were able to visit the site and make in situ
observations to support their digital investigations (Figure 5).

Identifying the animal carvings
Evaluation of the 3D model and in situ
observations confirmed there to be
images of five animals carved on the
Dunchraigaig Cairn capstone (Figure 6).
Two of these represent adult male red
deer (Cervus elaphus), each measuring
about 45cm long and depicted in a
semi-naturalistic fashion. The most
distinctive stag is 41cm high, with
defined anatomical details that include
well-developed branching antlers, a long
neck, straight legs, pronounced rump,
short tail and a small cupmark to mark
its sex (Figure 7).  The antlers of both
stags are shown front-on, whereas the
heads and bodies are depicted in profile
– a stylistic technique known as twisted
perspective common to other European
prehistoric rock art traditions. The two
stags are the most discernible motifs on
the capstone, although both are situated

towards one edge of the cist and partly obscured by the cobbled
walling.   A further quadruped is located close to the edge of the
capstone below the two stags. This animal is very weathered and
damaged, making identification problematic since only parts of its

Figure 6. 3D model of the carvings
with surface rendering (HES Digital
Documentation and Innovation Team)
© HES
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body, including a short tail, can be
distinguished. Nevertheless, we
can speculate that it also depicts
a deer given the theme of the
capstone carvings.
Two additional animals occupy a
relatively central position on the
capstone. These are smaller
(around 15cm long), more
stylized, with straight legs and few
anatomical details to aid recognition, although cupmarks marking their
sex and a possible antler on one of them suggests they may be
juvenile male deer (Figures 8 and 9). They are positioned alongside
each other with their necks stretched out, as if to indicate movement
up a slope, with the ground surface marked by a natural fissure. These
two images are very worn and almost invisible to the naked eye. One
explanation for this could be that these motifs are older than the stags.

Figure 7. Photograph of the largest stag at
Dunchraigaig, taken with oblique lighting © HES

Figure 8. Right: Drawing of the carvings based on the 3D model.
© Dr Guillaume Robin, Edinburgh University
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Alternatively, they may have
deteriorated differentially relative to
the other carvings due to an inherent
weakness in the rock structure at the
centre of the capstone (Anderton
2021; Graham 2021). In common
with the abstract Atlantic Rock Art
motifs in the surrounding landscape,
all the animals were created by
pecking (striking the rock surface
with a hard implement). Tool marks
are still visible on the larger stags,
whose bodies and heads are entirely
pecked out. The technique of
completely pecking out the image

was similarly used for creating the axe-head motifs in the nearby Ri
Cruin and Nether Largie cairns.

A biography of the carvings
The importance of this discovery rests on establishing the authenticity
of the animal carvings. Are they prehistoric, or could they have been
made during or after the 19th century excavations? Archival research
revealed that the large capstone had never been lifted during
investigations, probably due to its size and weight. The restricted
space beneath the capstone and the position of the animal images
makes it implausible for the motifs to have been carved from inside
the cist, and it is safe to assume that they were created prior to the
construction of the monument. This allows us to consider that they
were at least contemporaneous with the EBA date of the cairn.
When Dunchraigaig Cairn was excavated in the 19th century, grave
goods, including two Irish-style Bipartite Bowl Food Vessels, were
recovered from the two short cists (Greenwell 1865; Mapleton 1870).
Human remains excavated from these cists were not preserved, and
we lack material for scientific dating of the burials. However, the Food
Vessels can be dated on typological grounds to 2160–2080 cal BC
(Sheridan pers.comm.), suggesting that the monument was
constructed during this period of the EBA. Were the animal carvings
created at the same time for deposition in the tomb?

Figure 9. Enhancement of the carved area of
the cist slab using a Radiance Scaling filter in
Meshlab. © HES
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The large cist with the deer carvings featured different characteristics
from the two short cists and is more problematic to date. It lacked
artefacts, but contained the inhumed and cremated remains of 8 to
10 individuals – these remains have also not survived. When
excavated, the burials appear to have been compartmentalised by
stone fragments dividing the interior of the cist, although reports differ
on how they were organised (RCHAMS 1988; Craw 1930; Ritchie &
Harman 1985). The size, structure and internal configuration of the
large cist led to suggestions that it was originally a Neolithic tomb,
subsequently re-used during the EBA when the two short cists and
cobbled superstructure were also added (Greenwell 1865; Henshall
1972). Re-use of Neolithic burial monuments by Beaker and EBA
people was not uncommon, and the nearby cairn of Nether Largie
South provides a well-documented example of this phenomenon
(Greenwell 1865; Henshall 1972; Sheridan 2012). At Dunchraigaig,
a whetstone, a greenstone axe and a flint knife recovered from the
cairn material near the large cist may provide additional evidence of
its re-use (Greenwell 1865; Mapleton 1870). These artefacts indicate
Neolithic activity, although their relationship to the burials in the large
cist is unclear. We can only speculate that they were originally placed
within a Neolithic burial chamber on the same spot, then disturbed
and repositioned when the tomb was incorporated into the EBA
monument in the late 3rd millennium BC. In this scenario, if the animal
carvings were indeed created for use in a Neolithic funerary
monument, they would have been visible to people accessing the
tomb each time it was re-opened for deposition of additional burials.

There is a further complication in determining the chronology and
biography of the carvings. Weathering of the motifs suggests they
may have been exposed to the elements for some time before the
capstone was positioned in the large cist and are likely to pre-date
the tomb’s construction (Valdez-Tullett et al 2022). It is conceivable
that the images were originally carved on a nearby rock outcrop before
the capstone was quarried and sealed within the burial monument.
Geological assessment of the capstone concludes that it most likely
came from a local source, and would have been originally in an almost
vertical position before extraction (Anderton 2021). If the animal
images had been carved on an outcrop in situ they would have been
created the right way up, whereas they are now displayed upside
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down within the cist at Dunchraigaig. This resonates with our
understanding of the Atlantic Rock Art tradition; abstract carvings were
initially created in the landscape, and a proportion were subsequently
extracted from natural outcrops for re-use within Neolithic and EBA
funerary monuments (e.g. Bradley 1992; Brück 2004; Simpson &
Thawley 1972; Waddington 1998).

Conclusion
There are currently no parallels in Britain for the deer carvings in
Dunchraigaig Cairn. Whilst images of animals are a significant
component of other European rock art traditions, including Atlantic
Rock Art in Iberia, where horses and deer are depicted alongside cup
and ring motifs, the discovery at Dunchraigaig is unprecedented.
These are the oldest animal depictions currently known in Scotland,
and the clearest Neolithic/EBA representations of deer in Britain. The
discovery challenges our perception that Neolithic/EBA rock art in
Britain is almost entirely abstract. It opens up exciting possibilities that
similar figurative carvings of this date exist in Kilmartin or elsewhere
in Britain. Whether preserved in prehistoric burial monuments or
surviving on natural rock surfaces in the landscape, they may be very
faint and difficult to see under normal conditions. With the rapid
development of digital 3D modelling and visual enhancement
techniques, there are now growing opportunities for identification and
authentication of such images.

The animal carvings at Dunchraigaig Cairn raise many interesting
questions, not least regarding their chronology and biography. As
discussed in this article, the available evidence offers several possible
scenarios, from a Neolithic origin on a natural rock outcrop in the
landscape and subsequent re-use in a Neolithic or EBA burial
monument, to their creation for deliberate deposition within an EBA
funerary context. Considering the prevalence of animal depictions,
and deer images specifically, in European prehistoric rock art, this
discovery also prompts a review of the relationship between these
carvings and the Atlantic Rock Art tradition and, more broadly, of the
nature of inter-regional connections between Scotland and Europe in
the 3rd millennium BC, and the role of Kilmartin within these networks
(Valdez-Tullett et al forthcoming).
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A new chapter in the biography of the carvings began in the 19th

century with the excavation of the Dunchraigaig Cairn. Although the
images subsequently remained unrecognised for over 150 years, this
was a crucial prelude to their recent re-discovery and publicity. At the
time of writing, the deer images are once again hidden from view by
a temporary barrier to protect them while their longer-term
conservation and management are considered. Nevertheless, despite
physical restrictions on access to the carvings, digital technology
enables us to appreciate them in new ways through online interaction
with the 3D model. The 3D model of the carvings created by the HES
Digital Documentation and Innovation Team can be viewed on
Sketchfab via the following links:
https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/dunchraigaig-cairn-kilmartin-glen-
42a503ea24ca4047a406c84a45894b2e
https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/dunchraigaig-cairn-detail-untextured-view-
4a275e4335fb43a68a0449724b61334e
https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/dunchraigaig-cairn-detail-coloured-view-
ec4d8d05b1ba478cabacd0e1f03c292b
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Saving Argyll’s Rainforest - At Kilmory Castle policy woodlands

Peter Quelch
Argyll and the Isles Coast and Countryside Trust (ACT) have secured
funding to undertake a major clearance of ‘wild’ rhododendron which had
begun to swamp semi-natural woodlands and also designed landscapes
around Kilmory Castle.  This is a popular area for recreational walking, but
many paths and tracks have closed due to excessive growth of
Rhododendron ponticum and also cherry laurel.

A great deal of work has been done by contractors during March in clearing
priority areas around the walled garden, and more widely. Excitingly all sorts
of cultural features have appeared from beneath the cloak of the rhoddies,
like banks and dykes, and partly underground drainage channels. Similar
work a few years ago in adjacent FC woodlands uncovered the Kilmory
ice-house. Beside the AGWA area is the unique horse lunging ring, where
our volunteers cleared fallen trees many years ago.

Rhododendron have been cleared from much of the woodyard opposite the
now derelict Kilmory Farmhouse, maintained by green woodworkers since
the mid 1980s. We know from experience that natural flora especially
bluebells can slowly return to land cleared of rhoddies.

But more of this story in the next edition of The Kist.
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